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Flower Show Preparation for Horticulture Entries 

 
It is a fact that grooming is essential to successful exhibiting in flower shows. 

 

✓ Read the Schedule carefully (both General and Horticulture Rules) to 

ensure that you fulfill the requirements exactly. 

✓ Measure the size of the container inside the rim to meet the container size 

requirements of the class in which you are entering. 

✓ Plant should be in proper proportion to the container. 

✓ Center plant in the container.  Plants have been overlooked for awards 

because they are not centered. 

✓ Turn plant for even growth. 

✓ If plant needs pruning or re-potting, do so well in advance of the show. 

✓ If you are not repotting, scrape off a little top soil without disturbing the 

roots, then add additional soil and dress the surface of the soil to make it 

neat. 

✓ There should be no debris or white material  (perlite) showing in the soil or 

top dressing.  

✓ Staking and tying are accepted props in horticulture exhibiting, but they 

must be neat and inconspicuous.  If you feel heavy twine is needed for 

travel, have a second set of small string ties in place, then cut away the 

heavy twine upon arrival.  It is best not to have any staking or twine if 

possible.  Plants shows best if they stand up on their own.   

✓ Do NOT apply oil or polish to the leaves.  Evidence of either may eliminate 

your plant from consideration for entry into the show and will certainly 

eliminate your plant for consideration for an award.  Use a flannel cloth or 

stocking to polish leaves.  

✓ Use ashes or a magic marker to cover pruning and shaping cuts. 

✓ A solution of a tablespoon or two of red wine vinegar in a pint of water 

helps to remove salt stains.  Also effective is a solution of water and milk (1 

part skim milk to 2 parts water) Another effective method is to use a dry 

CELLO sponge.  It doesn’t damage the leaf and effectively removes the 

white stain. 

✓ Remove all yellowed or damaged leaves.  Remove all spent flowers. 



✓ When removing dirt and debris from the plant, don’t forget under the 

leaves. 

✓ Plants must be free of bugs and disease or they will not be passed.  

✓ In the rare instance that a plant with pests and/or disease is passed by the 

Passing Committee, the judges will catch the problem, resulting in 

disqualification and immediate removal from the show. 

✓ Put on your glasses, use a magnifying glass, and an LED flashlight to aid in 

finding anything that should be wiped or removed from your plant. 

The judges use them when judging your plant! 

 

             

Containers 

   

✓ The color of the container should not distract from the plant. Earth tones, 

subdued colors are preferable. Stay away from white, pastels, other light 

colors and highly glazed, shiny containers. 

✓ If the container is not new, it should look new.   

✓ Label the bottom of the container with your name, using a water proof 

pen/ pencil). 

✓ Indicate the back of the container with a sticker to help the Staging 

Committee show the best side of your plant. 

 

Top Dressings 

            

✓ Top dressings should be simple and like containers, not distract from your   

exhibit but rather, enhance it.   

✓ Avoid shiny aquarium rocks. 

✓ Size of dressing should compliment the plant. 

✓ Good choices:  orchid bark,  small gravel, rocks, stones; soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nomenclature 

 

All entries must have correct botanical names – genus, species and/or 

cultivar or variety name.   The genus name always starts with a capital 

letter. The species names starts with a lower case letter.  

✓ Learn the botanical and common names of your plant(s) well in advance to 

avoid time-consuming confusion and stress at Passing.   

✓ Your flower show committee will provide the name of the acceptable 

sources of references.  

 

Transport 

 

✓ Plants should be watered before taking to the Show. 

✓ Use appropriate sized boxes and lots of wedging material (newspaper) to 

stabilize plant. 

✓ Ask someone to accompany you – one person  to hold the plant while the 

other drives. 

 

Take to Passing 

 

✓ Your own Schedule 

✓ Your own tool kit:  tape measure, clippers, scissors (large and manicure), 

brushes (large and small), spry bottle with water, extra top dressing, extra 

soil, waterproof pen, paper towels or damp rag, tweezers, small fork for 

evening out soil or top dressing surface.   DO NOT depend on the Passing 

Committee to have any of the supplies you may need to do finishing 

touches of your plant. 

        

           Entry Cards.   Should be filled out ahead of time - it will save (your)                            

frazzled nerves at Passing.       

             

         

 



            Key Card:  Follow the rules in the Schedule. The Key Card is an important                                

part of your entry and is judged as part of the presentation, usually with                                                                 

points assigned. Therefore, accuracy and neatness count.  Typing is  

            Preferred.  If writing – be legible and neat.  Do drawings in advance.   

Numbers can be placed on nail heads OR take a digital color photo of your 

entry, add labeling and color copy for a finished look. 

 

 

All GCA Horticulture Entries are judged on the following: 

 

Cultural Perfection:  well grown, vigorous, compact (compared to leggy), 

color, form, size, and texture. 

Distinction:  originality, proportion and relationship to container, aesthetic 

appeal, design. 

Grooming:  pruning, no cut leaves, minimum visible support, cleanliness of 

foliage and flowers, top dressing. 

Maturity:   ideally an entry should be shows at its peak of bloom or growth. 

Labeling:  correct and suitable identification of plants, key cards and 

diagrams should be attractive and easily read. 

 

 

Puzzled?  Confused? Questions? Need help?  Call members of your Flower 

Show Committee.  All are willing and available to help.  This is all about 

our working and learning and having fun together!  

 

 

 

Resources for this handout:    

Grooming Workshops given by Zone XII Horticulture Judges over the years: 

Nancy Ogburn (The GC of Honolulu); Rosie Jones (Diggers GC); Josephine 

Schuman (Piedmont GC); Phyllis Lee (The GC of Honolulu),  the Yellow Book, 

The Real Dirt.  

 

 



 

Grooming Equipment 

 
1.  Small watering can 

2. Spray bottle with water 

3. Plastic bag with extra soil 

4. Plastic bag with extra top dressing 

5. Paper towels 

6. Paint brushes of various sizes – tiny up to 1” wide 

7. Tweezers 

8. Clippers 

9. Nail scissors 

10.  Q-tips 

11.   Cotton Balls 

12.   Rubbing alcohol (sopropyl 71%) 

13.  Magnifying glass 

14.   Small LED flashlight 

15.  Measuring tape 

16.  Small trowel, fork 

17. Chopsticks (good for working with terrariums) 

18.  Eyebrow pencil, waterproof marking pen for pruning cuts 

19. Waterproof pen and/or pencil 

20.  Small whisk broom and/or scrub brush 

21.  Scouring pad for containers 

22.   CELLO sponge for removing white water marks from leaves 

23.  Vegetable oil or Pam (for sprucing up containers) 

24.  Other of your tools that you find effective for grooming your plants and 

containers  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


